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fiercely chased by some African corsairs, and it is a
great pity they were not taken to finish the romance.

However, upon arriving in Italy, the marriage was
again celebrated, this time with all the forms necessary
for the occasion. But Madame d'Elbceuf had no cause
to rejoice that she had succeeded in thus disposing of
her daughter. The new Duchesse de Mantua was
guarded by her husband with the utmost jealousy.
She was not allowed to see anybody except her mother,
and that only for an hour each day. Her women en-
tered her apartment only to dress and undress her.
The Duke walled up very high all the windows of his
house, and caused his wife to be guarded by old
women. She passed her days thus in a cruel prison.
This treatment, which I did not expect, and the little
consideration, not to say contempt, shown here for M.
de Mantua since his departure, consoled me much for
the invincible obstinacy of Madame de Lesdiguieres.
Six months after, Madame d'Elboeuf returned, beside
herself with vexation, but too vain to show it. She
disguised the misfortune of her daughter, and appeared
to be off ended if it was spoken of; but all our letters
from the army showed that the news was true. The
strangest thing of all is, that the Lorraines after this
journey were as well treated by the King as if they
had never undertaken it; a fact which shows their art
and ascendency.

I have dwelt too long perhaps upon this matter. It
appeared to me to merit attention by its singularity,
and still more so because it is by facts of this sort that
is shown what was the composition of the Court of the
King, - . ., , , .. r :, : : ,